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The inhibitory elfects of the caleinm antagonists, verapamil,
nifedipine and nicardipine on contractile responses of the :|1f-'»41d"-'|mi
homan sallhladder steips were studied. Verapamil {I 1 x 10 "mol),
nifedinine (L4 x 10 " maol)and nicardipine (1.3 x 10 "mol) depressed
the maximum  response of Lhe callbladder Lo histamine without
caunsine  a [mmllnl <hift of the concentralion—response curve for
histamine. Their rank order of noteney is verapamil > nifedipine >
micardipine. Thus, the calcium antagonists which influence the motor
activity  of the lnman biliary tract due to the release of histamine
could have a ”I-E['l!l-l‘ll'li nse associated with l’il{‘lll‘f\"‘llllh
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INTRODUCTION

It scems likely that calcium antagonists may exert a major part of their
action at receptor site/s. In particular, there is considerable evidence that caleium
mlazonists inhibit muscarinie, alpha adrerengic anil ﬂpiﬁili receptors in the brain
1z well as in the peripheral orcans and tissues (Fairhurstetal, 1980 Atlas









